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Structure originates function, hut reaction of function devel¬ 
ops or destroys structure. Insanity, as function, determines 
its own evolution and evolution of its structural basis ; but 
the very forces of insane function can be turned to work 
dissolution and destruction of insane function and organic 
substrate. Here lies the therapeutic power of metaphysical 
diversion. Vital existence contains in itself the elements of 
its continuance. Morbid ideas contain in themselves poten¬ 
cies to continue their nutrition. Excitation anti flushing of 
cerebral processes with blood supplies the physical nutri¬ 
tion ; introspection and external metaphysical agencies sup¬ 
ply the spiritual pabulum. 

Whether there is a special set of idio-volitional nerves, 
originating in the brain, and distributed to the periphery of 
sense, or whether perceptional or hallucinational insanities 
have a central origin and reference to spacial distance ; or 
whether it is through local vaso-motor peripheral excita¬ 
tion, we can hardly determine. Several cases that have 
come under my observation would lead me to believe that 
the fault was peripheral. An excited imagination, directed 
to the morbid sense, is the cause of the evolution of hallu¬ 
cinational insanities, for this state of things continues nutri¬ 
tion of the perceptional illusion. Imagination unlocks the 
channels of vaso-motor activity, and flushes the structural 
basis with blood ; but the metaphysical function, that is, the 
illusion, shapes the substrate to functionate the illusion.— 
Frank W. Vance, M.D., in Medical Pad let in. 

L. E. B. 


THERAPEUTICS OF THE NERVOUS SYSTEM. 

AX'i'ITJIKRM1CS AS SEDATIVES <>!• THE NERYOlS SYSTEM. 

A certain number of antithermics act, not by lowering 
febrile combustions, but by direct and special influence upon 
the thermic centres of the spinal cord. 

Salicylic acid has taken its place among analgesics, 
having been successfully employed in neuralgias and tabes 
dorsalis. Acetanilide (C,H 3 N O), or antifebrin, is almost 
the peer of salicylic acid in the treatment of acute rheuma¬ 
tism. Acetanilide, when employed as a medicine, should 
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be perfectly pure. Whatever impurities the aniline of com¬ 
merce may contain ought especially to be eliminated. Only 
slightly soluble in water, it may be given in wine or some 
preparation of alcohol. The following are the characters 
(Yvon) which should belong to medicinal acetanilide : 

1. It should possess no odor. 

2. It should be perfectly white. 

3. Heated on a platinum foil, it should give a colorless 
liquid. 

4. When thus heated, it should be entirely volatilized, 
leaving no residue. 

5. It ought not to give with hypobromite of sodium an 
orange-yellow precipitate. 

Doses may vary from twenty-five centigrammes to three 
grammes in twenty-four hours. Whatever the daily quan¬ 
tity, it must not be given in one full dose, but in several 
small doses of fifty centigrammes or more, at regular inter¬ 
vals. Administration of the entire amount at one dose 
makes collapse a possibility. 

Experiments seem to show that acetanilide is not by 
itself a true poison, but that it acts toxically by robbing 
the blood little by little of certain principles indispensable 
to calorification, causing thus a progressive refrigeration 
incompatible to life. Oxyha-moglobin is markedly dimin¬ 
ished in the blood and methajmoglobin appears. Aceta¬ 
nilide is not eliminated in substance. No trace of it is 
found in urine. It is almost devoid of antiseptic properties. 
It has an antithermic value of moderate energy, depressing 
temperature by acting on the nervous system and the re¬ 
spiratory power of the blood. The antithermic action is 
unequal. In small doses it produces and sometimes fails to 
produce any considerable thermic fall. Acetanilide fre¬ 
quently causes cyanosis. It is inferior to antipyrin as an 
antithermic and decidedly resembles phenic acid in its 
physiological action ; and like phenic acid, should be dis¬ 
carded as an antipyretic. As a nervine medicament it is a 
precious acquisition to therapeutics. I have combatted by 
acetanilide three orders of phenomena,—the element of 
pain in general, the special pains of locomotor ataxia, and 
lastly epilepsy. 



THERAPEUTICS OF THE NERVOUS SYSTEM. 


»3 

In facial neuralgia, this remedy is inferior to aconite. 
Yet when the pains in the head are linked to nerve-altera¬ 
tions, as in certain cases of neuritis of the orbital nerves, 
acetanilide has been found of more value than anything 
else. In rheumatic, muscular, neuralgic, and even articular 
pains, it seems superior to salicylic acid; and will cure 
when aconite, bromide, and iodide of potassium fail. It 
also has marked somniferous qualities. 

In the lightning-like pains of locomotor ataxia, aceta¬ 
nilide renders us special service. The painful crises are 
completely removed. Sometimes the effect is lasting; but 
in most cases the amelioration is but transient. After a 
fortnight or so the remedy may fail utterly to relieve. 
Doses of one-half gramme three times a day have broken up 
attacks of epilepsy, though here acetanilide is also uncertain. 

Antipyrin is of value in migraine and in angina pectoris 
accompanying certain diseases of the heart, especially those 
of the aorta and coronary arteries. These thoracic and 
cardiac pains may disappear like magic after the adminis¬ 
tration of a few gramme doses of antipyrin. It is an anal¬ 
gesic, whether introduced by the mouth or by the hypo¬ 
dermic syringe, and has none of the disadvantages of opium. 

Salol is chemically produced by the combination of salicy¬ 
lic acid and phonic acid. Like all its cogeners, it has anti¬ 
thermic properties. Experiments fail to reveal any poison¬ 
ous qualities. It allays nervous irritability in acute articular 
rheumatism, and renders real service in the pains of tabes 
dorsalis, thus bringing about rest and sleep.—Dujardin-Bau- 
metz, Paris, France, in Therapeutic Gazette. L. F. B. 

HYPNOTISM IN THERAPEUTICS. 

In the discussion at the Medical Society of Berlin, on 
Oct. 26th, 1887, the use of this measure was severely 
critized by Mendel, Moeli, and others. The tendency of 
the remarks of these gentlemen went to establish its em¬ 
ployment as a dangerous remedy. Mendel considered it 
not only not advisable, but almost useless ; for his experi¬ 
ence taught that it produced nervousness in the healthy 
and increased the disease from which the sick were suffer¬ 
ing. (Centralblatt fur Nervenheilkunde, Psych., und ge- 
richt. Psychopath., Nov. 15th, 1887, No. 22, s. 681.) 

N. E. B. 



